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The oldest university of Russia
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Language Testing Centre

Founded 22 August 1997

Russian language testing in Greece, Germany,
Turkey, Serbia, S. Korea, China, Czech Repubilic,
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Brazil, Iceland etc.
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Test of Russian as a Foreign Language (TORFL)

\' 6 levels:

Al Elementary

A2 Basic

B2 The Second Level (TORFL-II)
C1 The Third Level (TORFL-I1II)
C2 The Forth Level (TORFL-1V)

Corresponding with The Common European Framework of
Reference (CEFR)




B1 Level Brief Description

«Threshold Level»
~ 2300 words
=~ 160-180 hours from A2

Sufficient
Grammar and
Vocabulary

Necessary if you
go to university

Main areas of
communication

Everyday routines,
socio-cultural,
classroom, working
and official areas of
communication

Successful
communication
with native
speakers



CEFR Self-Assessment Scale

Listening

What can | do at B1 Level?

| can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters regularly
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. | can understand the main point of many radio or TV
programmes on current affairs or topics of personal or professional interest when the delivery
is relatively slow and clear.

Reading

| can understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday or job-related language. |
can understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters.

Dialogue

| can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is
spoken. | can enter unprepared into conversation on topics that are familiar, of personal
interest or pertinent to everyday life (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Monologue

| can connect phrases in a simple way in order to describe experiences and events, my dreams,
hopes and ambitions. | can briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans. | can
narrate a story or relate the plot of a book or film and describe my reactions.

Writing

| can write simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. | can
write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.




Speaking skills assessment

A student at Bl level:

Has enough language to get by, with sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with
some hesitation and circum-locutions on topics such as family, hobbies and interests,
work, travel, and current events.

Uses reasonably accurately a repertoire of frequently used "routines" and patterns asso-
ciated with more predictable situations.

Can keep going comprehensibly, even though pausing for grammatical and lexical
planning and repair is very evident, especially in longer stretches of free production.

Can initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that are
familiar or of personal interest. Can repeat back part of what someone has said to
confirm mutual understanding.

Can link a series of shorter, discrete simple elements into a connected, linear sequence
of points.




Test Format

5 Subtests
* Grammar and Vocabulary Pass Score:
* Reading
266% for each subtest
* Listening .
(or 260% with one of them)
e Speaking
e Writing

Possible to retake one
or two subtests.



«Grammar and Vocabulary» Subtest

60 minutes, 4 sections, 165 tasks:

e Vocabulary

* Noun, adjective and pronoun cases

e \Verbs of motion with prefixes

e Verb system (verb aspect, participle
constructions)

e Syntax (simple and complex sentences)
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«Grammar and Vocabulary» Subtest

1t Block, tasks 1 - 25: vocabulary

(A) cuNbHbBIN
babylwkKa He NbET OYEHD ...

. b) Kpenkunit
yai (B) Kpenkun

(B) TBEPALIN

2"d Block, tasks (26 - 77): cases and prepositions

(A) aTOT YyenoBek
A paHblUue HUKOraa He

BCTpeYan ... . (B) c 3TMM YenoBeKkom

(B) 06 sTom yenoBeke

BUKTOP pacckasbiBan ... .
(I') aToro yenoBeka
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«Grammar and Vocabulary» Subtest

1t Block, tasks 1 - 25: vocabulary

(A) cuNbHbBIN

babylwkKa He NbET OYEHD ...
Yyau.

(B) Kpenkni

(B) TBEPALIN

2"d Block, tasks (26 - 77): cases and prepositions

(A) aTOT YyenoBek
A paHblUue HUKOraa He

BCTpeYan ... . [(E) C 3TUM Ye/I0BEKOM

(B) 06 sTom yenoBeke

BUKTOP pacckasbiBan ... .
(I') aToro yenoBeka
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«Grammar and Vocabulary» Subtest

3'd Block, tasks 78 - 129: verbs (infinitive constructions, verbal aspects, verbs of
motion with prefixes)

(A) npnsesTn
A ponXKeH ... govyepu cyseHUp

B) oTBe3TH
n3 Yexmmn. (B)

(B) nepese3Ttu

4" Block, tasks 130 - 165: simple and complex sentences

Beuepom no3soHuMAM Apy3bsa, | (A) KOTopbIM

... Mbl AONHbl BCTPETUTLCA. (5) C KOTOPbIMU

Beuepom No3BOHUAN APY3bA, (B) KoTOpbIX

... Mbl KyNnMau No4apoK. (I') koTOpbIE
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«Grammar and Vocabulary» Subtest

3'd Block, tasks 78 - 129: verbs (infinitive constructions, verbal aspects, verbs of
motion with prefixes)

(A) npnsesTn

A ponXKeH ... govyepu cyseHUp

B) oTBe3TH
n3 Yexmmn. (B)

(B) nepese3Ttu

4" Block, tasks 130 - 165: simple and complex sentences

Beuepom no3soHuMAM Apy3bsa, | (A) KOTopbIM
... Mbl JO¥Hbl BCTPETUTLCA.

[ (B) c KoTopbIMK

Beuepom No3BOHUAN APY3bA, (B) KoTOpbIX

... Mbl KyNnMau No4apoK. (I') koTOpbIE

14



«Reading» Subtest

50 minutes, 3 parts, 20 tasks:

e Description
Text 1: 200 - 250 words
Text 2: 150 - 200 words
Text 3: 500 - 550 words

e Reporting
 Elements of reasoning

You can use a
bilingual dictionary.

Unknown words:— 5-7 %. The texts are articles
Tips: about
 First, read the tasks and search for the key words * Interesting facts
« Scan the text keeping in mind the key words and  famous people
do the tasks * historical places
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«Reading» Subtest: Practice

«...Cuntaetcs, 4YTto BENUKUIM y4eHblin JleoHapao aa BuHum cymen paspabortarb a4 cebs
0COObIN pexnm AHA. CTpemMscb 60/bLIY0 YacTb BPEMEHU OTBOAWUTH TBOPYECTBY, Aa
BuHUM cTan cnatb No 15 MUHYT Kaxable 4 yaca, YTo cocTaB/s/10 Bcero 1,5 yaca cHa B
AeHb. VIMEHHO 3TUM U OODBSACHAETCH, KaK reHUasIbHbIA XYOOXHUK, apXuTekTop,
CKYNbMTOP, MHXEHEP N YYEHbIN UMeN BPEMSA COBepLLaTb MHOrOUYNC/IEHHbIE OTKPbLITUA U B
06n1acT 60TaHNKN, reonorum, MmaTteMaTukun, Pu3nkn, reoMeTpumn, MeguUnHbl U T. 4....»

Cuutaetcs, uTto JleoHapao Aa BuH4UmM cnan exxegHeBHO ...
A) 1,5 vaca

B) 4 yaca

B) 7 vacos
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«Reading» Subtest: Practice

«...Cuntaetcs, 4YTto BENUKUIM y4eHblin JleoHapao aa BuHum cymen paspabortarb a4 cebs
0COObIN pexnm AHA. CTpemMscb 60/bLIY0 YacTb BPEMEHU OTBOAWUTH TBOPYECTBY, Aa
BuHUM cTan cnatb No 15 MUHYT Kaxable 4 yaca, YTo cocTaB/s/10 Bcero 1,5 yaca cHa B
AeHb. VIMEHHO 3TUM U OODBSACHAETCH, KaK reHUasIbHbIA XYOOXHUK, apXuTekTop,
CKYNbMTOP, MHXEHEP N YYEHbIN UMeN BPEMSA COBepLLaTb MHOrOUYNC/IEHHbIE OTKPbLITUA U B
06n1acT 60TaHNKN, reonorum, MmaTteMaTukun, Pu3nkn, reoMeTpumn, MeguUnHbl U T. 4....»

Cuuntaetcs, Yto JleoHapao ga BuHUM cnas eXxegHeBHO ...

A) 1,5 yaca

B) 4 yaca
B) 7 vacos
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«Listening» Subtest

35 minutes, 6 parts, 30 tasks:

Monologues: 800-900 words
Dialogues: 10-12 lines
Unknown words — about 3 %
All the texts to be heard once
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Monologues: a letter fragment, biographies,
excursions, media programmes, etc. (search for
specific information)

Dialogues (search for specific information,
participants intentions identification)

Tips:

You will be given about 3-4 minutes to look
through the tasks before listening.

Pay your attention to the numbers, people's
names, geographical names eftc.

Take notes on a sheet of paper while listening



«Listening» Subtest

[MpocnywanTte ronocoBoe CoobLeHNe, KOTOPOe AHTOH OTnpaBusl Makcy no
WhatsApp.
BbinonHUTe 3a4aHnA.

1. AHTOH U MaKc BcTpeyaloTca ... .
A. B 7 4acos

b. B 6:40

B. B 3 yaca

2. AHTOH npocnT MakKca KynuTtb TOPT, NIOTOMY YTO ... .
A. oH bygeT 3aHAT

b. y Hero HeT aeHer

B. OH He 3HaeT, rae marasmuH
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«Listening» Subtest

[MpocnywanTte ronocoBoe CoobLeHNe, KOTOPOe AHTOH OTnpaBusl Makcy no
WhatsApp.
BbinonHUTe 3a4aHnA.

1. AHTOH U MaKc BcTpeyaloTca ... .
A. B 7 4acos
b. B 6:40

B. B 3 yaca

2. AHTOH npocnT MakKca KynuTtb TOPT, NIOTOMY YTO ... .
A. OH byaet 3aHAT

b. y Hero HeT geHer
B. OH He 3HaeT, rae marasuH
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How to fill out the matrix?

TECT MO PYCCKOMY A3bIKY KAK MHOCTPAHHOMY A3bIKY
BA30BbIN YPOBEHb

YTEHUE

Pabouaa matpuua

damunua, uma j%/%o W CcTpaHa JgMMlM/M nara 74.06. 2020
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1. AHHa 060)KaeT n3yyaTtb pycckui Asbik!

A) OHa c TpyaoM U3y4aeT PYCCKUMN A3blIK.

B) OHa He NtobUT U3yyaTb PYCCKUI A3bIK.

B) E” o4eHb HpaBUTCA N3y4aTb PYCCKUM A3bIK.

Choose the answer and circle it :

@6 [B|T

If you changed your mind, you can correct your choice:

Xils |@)|r | B




«Writing» Subtest

60 minutes, 2 tasks:

* Reporting the main content topics of the text, expressing
VG G G @ your point of view

bilingual dictionary.

Task 1

e 1 textto read

» text reproduction based on 4-5 gquestions
Text type:

« famous peoples’ biography
 interesting places and facts

« article based on a sociological survey
The text length: 600-700 words

Unknown words: about 5 %
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 Monologue (20 phrases or more)

Task 2

An informal letter based on a plan
suggested.
Length: 20 phrases

Tips:
« Don't write a draft, save your time.
« If you need to correct a mistake,

Just cross it out.



«Writing» Subtest. Task 1 (example)

CoBpemMeHHOe O00LLEeCcTBO HEeBO3MOXHO MpeAcTaBUTb 6e3 uHTepHeTa. Hau
XYPHa/IUCT CAPOCUST XUTENEN ropoaa, YTO OHM AyMatroT O n/ocax U MUHycax UHTEpPHeTa.
BOT 4YTO OHU OTBETU/IN.

Onbra TepexoBa, 20 neT, CTydeHTKa: «H m3y4yard COUMOMOINMI0, B UHTEPHETE €eCTb
Hy)XHble MHe cTaTbW. KOHeYHO, Korga nHdpopmMaumnm Tak MHOro, nHorga ObiBaeT TPyAHO
pasobparbcs, rge npasaa, a rae fioXks. Ho ans atoro Mbl M y4MMCS B YHUBEPCUTETE. »
Buktop CokonoB, 33 roga, MHXeHep: «H 4yacTo ye3dxal B KOMaHOMPOBKU, U TOMbKO
6rarogaps MHTEPHETY MOry CBA3aTbCA CO CBOMMMW KOJsieraMmu, Ytobbl PeLlnTb CPOYHbIe
BOMPOCLI Mo paboTte. M, KOHEYHO, NHTEPHET AaéT BO3MOXHOCTb Bcerga ObITb Ha CBA3U C
CeEMbEN N Apy3bAMU. bnarogaps MHTEPHETY NoAu, KOTOPbIX S N06/t0, BCcerga psaaom. V
39TO HECMOTPSA Ha TO, UYTO Y HAcC HeT BpeMeHn BCTpevaTbCs.

1. Yto gymaroT 06 nHTepHeTe atn ntogn? 3. C KaKMMY MHEHUAMMN Bbl COINacHbI?
2. Kak OHUK ero ncnosb3yrT? 4, Kakoe y Bac MHeHu/e no aTum Bonpocam?
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«Writing» Subtest. Task 2 (example)

Bbl Hukorga He Oblin B Poccun, HO pewnsn noexatb B 3Ty CTpaHy.
Hanuwnte 06 aToMm NMCcbMO ApYyry uwiv nogpyre. Hy>kHo Hanmcatb He MeHee
20 dopas. B nncbme coobuwmnTe cneayrollee:

* Korga Bbl cObMpaeTech noexarb?

e [loyemy Bbl pewnnn noexatb B Poccuio?

 C KeMm Bbl nNoegete?

» Kakue ropoga Bbl XOTUTE YBUOETH?

* Yt0 BbI yXe 3HaeTe o Poccumn?

e Ha kakom TpaHcnopTe Bbl Ny1laHMpyeTe nyTellecTsoBaTb?
« [ne Bbl cObMpaeTecb OCTaHaBIMBATLCA?
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«Speaking» Subtest

25 minutes, 4 parts, 12 tasks:
* You answers the questions/remarks (5 prases)
* You start a dialogue (5 phrases)
F°"3"::d*°4$ks * You report the text and answer 2 question after the text
' * You produce a monologue (20 or more phrases)

3agaHue 1. MNpumunTte yyactne B gnanore. OtBeTbTe cobecesHUKY.
- CKa)XXuTe, NOXKaNymcra, Kak nydile gobpartbca go asponopra?

3apaHue 2. [1lo3HaKombTeCb C ONUCAaHNEM cnTyauuun. HauHmnTte gmanor.
Bbl XOTUTE KYyNUTb HOBbIA HOYTOYK M NpULLAK B Mmara3uH. lMoroBopuTe ¢ NpoaasLom.

3aaaHue 4. CoctaBbTe MOHO/ION MO BOMPOCAM.

MpepacTtaBbTe, UTO Bbl OTKPbIZIN pecTopaH. PaccKaXute 0 HEM CBOUM ApY3bAM.

[ae HaxoguTca pectopaH? Kakue 6atoga Tam rotoBaT? Kakom Tam nHtepbep? ECTb M Tam My3blKa?
Kakne B pectopaHe ueHbl? N 1.4,
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«Speaking» Subtest. Task 3 Text retelling strategies

Task 3 is a text to retell. You will be offered a story.

The objectives are: Tips:
 read the story » read the story and highlight the
e summarize the information most important information
« tell the plot of the story * ask yourself, what details you do
e answer 2 or 3 questions heed
* use paragraphs to make a plan of
the text

e don't try fo remember all the text
« write important ideas and words on
a sheet of paper and use it while

retelling the story.
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«Speaking» Subtest. Task 3 Text retelling strategies

27

What information do we need to tell about

the heroine of “The Little Red Riding Hood”?

She wears a red riding-hood.

She is blond and has white shoes.

She has some food in her basket.

She has a pie and a jar of cream in her basket.

She went to visit her granny.

She was walking through the wood, picking

flowers and singing a song.

She came up to the Grannies house and

knocked on the door.

8. She knocked on the old wooden door slightly 3
times.

o0 hAWNE

~



Productive skills assessment criteria (1/3)

O Adequacy of communicative task solution
Your spoken or written presentation must comply with the intention
required

0 Compliance with the topic required
No diversions off the topic are allowed when presenting spoken or written
product

0 Compliance with specified volume of presentation
[MoarotoBbTe COObLIEHME HA TeMY «Kak Bbl NpoOBOAUTE CBOE CBOOOAHOE
Bpema?» (20 or more phrases)
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Productive skills assessment parameters (2/3)

0 Completeness of information presentation

All content points given in the task must be presented in your spoken or written
product

L Accuracy (when presenting text information both in writing and speaking

subtests)
You must be very accurate with specific information important in the text

It is allowed to copy

U Literal copying off of the text no more than 3
phrases
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Productive skills assessment criteria (3/3)

d Communicatively significant error

d Communicatively insignificant error

L Cohesion and Coherence

Kak Bbl gymaeTe, K KaKOMY TUMY MOXHO OTHECTU AaHHble OLUNGKN?

1.

a bk W

Korga Tbl Oyaewb npuexartb K HaMm, Yy Hac 6yaeTt BKYCHbI 06e[,

A yacTo cnywar KOHLUEepTbl, MOTOMY YTO MHE HPaBUTCA KY/TUTYNA.

A XO0Tenbbl y3HaTb Kakne AOKYMEHTbI HY>XHbl MOTOMY YTO NepBbIii pa3 eay Tyaa.
Tak Kak A 6bl/1a BO MHOTMX ropogax, MHe 60/1blle Bcero noHpasuiacb Mocksa.
A Xo4uy yunTbCA 30€ECb, ITO OHEHb NlereHAapHbIA YHUBEPCUTET.



You can get extra points for:

0 comprehensive use of speech etiquette

Mpen.: - MpueeT! Novyemy Tbl TAKOW rPYCTHLIN? YTO-TO C/Ty4YnnochL?

Ctya.: - Cnacubo / yTo cnpalwumnsaellb // BCE HOpManibHO / HO HEMHOIO ycTarl
B yHMBepcuTeTe / a Kak TBou gena/l

4 Independent language use

TekcT: XKeHLyHa umeeT npaso Bblbopa: paboTaTb UM NPOCTO 3aHMMAaTbCS
[IOMaLLHUM XO351CTBOM.

Ctya.: XKeHLyHa MOXeT BblovpaTb MeXay TeM, YT00bl 6bITb JOMOX035IAKON
NN CTPOUTDb Kapbepy.

O Intelligible individual sounds, word stress and intonation
O Extent
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Recommendations for Test Tasks Performance

0 Grammar and Vocabulary
» Go over a task and correctly allocate the given time

4 Reading

» First read questions or phrases, find and underline key words
» Scan the text and identify the topic of the text, find key words and
their synonyms; then answer the questions

4 Listening

» First read answer options, then listen to the text
» Mark supposedly correct answers in the draft, write or underline
words heard, then circle the option in the matrix
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Recommendations for productive skill tasks performance

O Writing
» Write about all content topics required in the task
» Do not write a complete draft
» Mind the style of your written product

Do not look for every
0 Speaking word in the dictionary

Avoid “Yes”, "No”, "l don’t know” answers

Answer the questions with one or two phrases

No need to tell the truth — use your imagination

Do not forget about the style

Plan your monologue according to the given plan, highlight the
main information blocks in the text

VVVYVYYVY
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On the day of the Test

What to bring with you?

e Passport or other ID (with a photo)
* Receipt of payment for examination
e 2 ball pens of blue colour

e Bilingual dictionary (paper!)

What is forbidden during the test?

e All electronic devices
* Take away examination papers from the classroom
e Test materials copying and talking to other candidates

When can you use a dictionary?

e During “Reading” and “Writing” subtest.
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How to prepare for the test?

How to arrange traning for the test?

e «Grammar and Vocabulary», «Reading» and «Listening» - self-study using relevant test
materials and course books

e «Writing» and «Speaking» - preparation with a teacher

What does a student have to know before testing?

e Their own tactics on how to manage the time
e Instructions for each subtest
e How to complete the working matrixes (see below)

1) A @ B r
2) @ 5 r
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Test of Russian as a Foreign Language Standards

JleKcuyecknii MUHUMYM
Mporpamma no PKA TpeboBaHnsa no PKU no PKW
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Sample Tests

T M. MakoBa, H. AHgproLInHa M. MakoBa, H. AHgproLLIHa
MNoBble TeCTbl Mo PKU «TPEHNPOBOYHbIE TECTbI» «TecTbl, TeCTbl, TECTbI...»
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Course Books

C. YepHbIwos, A. YepHbloBa T. 3cmaHTOBa J1. benunkosa, T. LLlyTtoBa, C.
«[Moexanu 2.11» «[1AaTb an1emMeHTOB» CtenaHoBa «[lepBble Llarm»
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Grammar Practice

E. JlackapeBa H. butexTtnHa n gp H. Bonkosa, [I. dnnmnc
«YHucTasa rpammaTrka» «A Living Russian Grammar» «Let’s improve our Russian»
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Writing and Reading Practice

E. By3sanbckas, H. JllobumoBa J1. MoCKBUTUNHA K. BabypuHa v ap.
«Mowu nepBble CTPOKU MO-PYCCKUN» «B Munpe HoOBOCTEN» «LLkaTynka»
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Language Testing Centre of Saint Petersburg State University

Website: http://english.spbu.ru/language-testing-center
E-mail: test.language@spbu.ru

Tel.: +7 (812) 325-11-24
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Thank you for your attention!



